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Fifth Sunday in Lent

Christ Lutheran 9:00 a.m. 4+ Moxham Lutheran 10:30 a.m.
March 22, 2026

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the
dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those
in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of
resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to
new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember
God’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Preservice Music
Welcome
Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness
This Lenten confession provides several periods of silence
for listening, pondering, and self-reflection — all hallmarks of the Lenten Season.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of heaven and earth, you have made us your own children.
Equip us by your Spirit to recognize and confess our sin,

to embrace your forgiveness fully,

and to seek the way you set before us in your Son,

Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, we confess our sin.
Merciful God, forgive us.
Our will is captive to sin, and we cannot break free.

Silence

Merciful God,
we have spoken when we should have kept quiet.

Silence



Merciful God,
we were silent when we should have spoken up.

Silence
Merciful God,
we acted wrongly when we knew better.

Silence
For the wrong we have done, for the good we have failed to do,
have mercy on us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

People of God, look only to the + Son,

the One given for your healing and freedom.
For God loved the world so much

that he gave his only Son.

Take hold of this life — this eternal life!

Amen.
Gathering Song “Gather Us In” No. 532
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Kyrie
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us

from de - spair.

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in

us new hearts!



Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve
you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Children’s Time

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though
dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times
Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that “I am the Lord.”

' The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. * He
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you
know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the Lord. ° Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath
to enter you, and you shall live. ®I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come
upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you
shall know that I am the Lord.”

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was
a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. ® I looked, and there
were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but
there was no breath in them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy,
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds,
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” '°I prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a
vast multitude.

"' Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” ' Therefore
prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and
bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of
Israel. > And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you
up from your graves, O my people.



4T will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own
soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 130
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"'Out ! of the depths
I cry to | you, O Lord,;
20 Lord, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
3 If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O Lord, ! who could stand?
*Yet with you | is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared.
31 wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits;
in your word ! is my hope.
6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning,
more than those who keep watch | for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is ! steadfast love;
with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption.
8 For the Lord shall | redeem Israel
from | all their sins.
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Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The
driving force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction

but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us
from the dead.

%To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. ’ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not

submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God.

? But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '°But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.



''If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised
Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit
that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

Gospel: John 11:1-45
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13 A man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. This
was the same Mary who massaged the Lord’s feet with aromatic oils and then wiped
them with her hair. It was her brother Lazarus who was sick. So the sisters sent word
to Jesus, “Master, the one you love so very much is sick.”

4 When Jesus got the message, he said, “This sickness is not fatal. It will become an
occasion to show God’s glory by glorifying God’s Son.”

57 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, but oddly, when he heard that
Lazarus was sick, he stayed on where he was for two more days. After the two days,
he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to Judea.”

8 They said, “Rabbi, you can’t do that. The Jews are out to kill you, and you’re
going back?”

9-10 Jesus replied, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in
daylight doesn’t stumble because there’s plenty of light from the sun. Walking at
night, he might very well stumble because he can’t see where he’s going.”

T He said these things, and then announced, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep.
I’m going to wake him up.”

12-13 The disciples said, “Master, if he’s gone to sleep, he’ll get a good rest and wake

up feeling fine.” Jesus was talking about death, while his disciples thought he was
talking about taking a nap.



1415 Then Jesus became explicit: “Lazarus died. And I am glad for your sakes that I
wasn’t there. You’re about to be given new grounds for believing. Now let’s go to
him.”

16 That’s when Thomas, the one called the Twin, said to his companions, “Come
along. We might as well die with him.”

1720 When Jesus finally got there, he found Lazarus already four days dead. Bethany
was near Jerusalem, only a couple of miles away, and many of the Jews were visiting
Martha and Mary, sympathizing with them over their brother. Martha heard Jesus was
coming and went out to meet him. Mary remained in the house.

21-22 Martha said, “Master, if you’d been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. Even
now, I know that whatever you ask God he will give you.”

23 Jesus said, “Your brother will be raised up.”

24 Martha replied, “I know that he will be raised up in the resurrection at the end of
time.”

25-26 “You don’t have to wait for the End. I am, right now, Resurrection and Life.
The one who believes in me, even though he or she dies, will live. And everyone who
lives believing in me does not ultimately die at all. Do you believe this?”

27«Yes, Master. All along I have believed that you are the Messiah, the Son of God
who comes into the world.”

28 After saying this, she went to her sister Mary and whispered in her ear, “The
Teacher is here and is asking for you.”

29-32 The moment she heard that, she jumped up and ran out to him.

Jesus had not yet entered the town but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. When her sympathizing Jewish friends saw Mary run off, they followed her,
thinking she was on her way to the tomb to weep there. Mary came to where Jesus was
waiting and fell at his feet, saying, “Master, if only you had been here, my brother
would not have died.”

33-34 When Jesus saw her sobbing and the Jews with her sobbing, a deep anger
welled up within him. He said, “Where did you put him?”

34-35 “Master, come and see,” they said. Now Jesus wept.
36 The Jews said, “Look how deeply he loved him.”

37 Others among them said, “Well, if he loved him so much, why didn’t he do
something to keep him from dying? After all, he opened the eyes of a blind man.”



38-39 Then Jesus, the anger again welling up within him, arrived at the tomb. It was a
simple cave in the hillside with a slab of stone laid against it. Jesus said, “Remove the
stone.”

The sister of the dead man, Martha, said, “Master, by this time there’s a stench. He’s
been dead four days!”

40 Jesus looked her in the eye. “Didn’t I tell you that if you believed, you would see
the glory of God?”

41-42 Then, to the others, “Go ahead, take away the stone.”

They removed the stone. Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and prayed, “Father, I’'m
grateful that you have listened to me. I know you always do listen, but on account of
this crowd standing here I’ve spoken so that they might believe that you sent me.”

43-44 Then he shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” And he came out, a cadaver, wrapped
from head to toe, and with a kerchief over his face.

Jesus told them, “Unwrap him and let him loose.”

45-48 That was a turning point for many of the Jews who were with Mary. They saw
what Jesus did, and believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “What Wondrous Love is This” No. 666

The Small Catechism of Martin Luther (Commandments 4-6) Abbreviated

The Fourth Commandment

Honor your father and your mother.

What is this? OR  What does this mean?

We are to fear and love God, so that we neither despise nor anger our parents and
others in authority, but instead honor, serve, obey, love, and respect them.

The Fifth Commandment

You shall not murder.

What is this? OR  What does this mean?

We are to fear and love God, so that we neither endanger nor harm the lives of our
neighbors, but instead help and support them in all of life’s needs.

The Sixth Commandment

You shall not commit adultery.

What is this? OR  What does this mean?



We are to fear and love God, so that we lead pure and decent lives in word and deed,
and each of us loves and honors his or her spouse.

The Seventh Commandment

You shall not steal.

What is this? OR  What does this mean?

We are to fear and love God, so that we neither take our neighbors’ money or property
nor acquire them by using shoddy merchandise or crooked deals, but instead help
them to improve and protect their property and income.

The Eighth Commandment

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

What is this? OR  What does this mean?

We are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our neighbors, betray or
slander them, or destroy their reputations. Instead we are to come to their defense,
speak well of them, and interpret everything they do in the best possible light.

The Ninth Commandment

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

What is this? OR  What does this mean?

We are to fear and love God, so that we do not try to trick our neighbors out of their
inheritance or property or try to get it for ourselves by claiming to have a legal right to
it and the like, but instead be of help and service to them in keeping what is theirs.
The Tenth Commandment

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.

What is this? OR  What does this mean?

We are to fear and love God, so that we do not entice, force, or steal away from our
neighbors their spouses, household workers, or livestock, but instead urge them to stay
and fulfill their responsibilities to our neighbors.

Prayers of Intercession
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe
into us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those
who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where
biodiversity thrives (local places in nature may be named). Hear us, O God.



Your mercy is great.
We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free
all who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to
safety. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so
many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to trust
in your power to redeem and save and bring us up from our graves to life in you. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Presentation Song “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” No. 811
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Offering Prayer
O God, maker of heaven and earth,
your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Thanksgiving at the Table
You created the world
and breathed your Spirit into dry bones,
forming for yourself a people
with whom to celebrate life.
In Jesus Christ, your son, you have sent to us
one who stands before our graves
calling us out to new life.

Words of Institution

The night before he was lifted up on the cross
Sharing our grief and tears in the face of death,

he pried open the grip of the grave

Now, wherever people lay lost in valleys of dry bones,

he again comes speaking the word of life

and calling his Spirit to breathe new life into us
so that hope is reborn and you are glorified. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Invitation to Communion

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,

Come to his table; taste and see.
Thanks be to God.




Lamb of God
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2 O Lamb of God, you bear the all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to

you set us free from guilt and grave: have

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give

Prayer after Communion
God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.

Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world,
bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Sending

mer -Cy now, we pray.
mer -Cy now, we pray.

us your peace,we pray.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

Sending Song: “Go, My Children, With my Blessing”

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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