
 

  



First Sunday of Advent 

Christ Lutheran 9:00 a.m.   ✙   Moxham Lutheran 10:30 a.m. 

November 30, 2025 

 The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s 

readings, both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither 

the day nor the hour of the Lord’s coming. In the Isaiah reading, the prophet proclaims 

the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no 

more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, 

we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and 

meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Welcome 

Prelude  

Confession and Forgiveness  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ✙ One God, 

who comes to wake us from sleep, 

who leads us into the light of grace. 

Restore us, O God; 

let your face shine upon us, that we may know your salvation. 

We pause for silent reflection 

Our indifference toward your coming, 

we confess to you, Lord. 

Our desire to control – even time and seasons, 

we confess to you, Lord. 

Our failure to be alert to the signs of your presence in our midst, 

we confess to you, Lord. 

Our lack of concern for those who come after us, 

we confess to you, Lord. 

Our injustices toward all the people you came to serve and save, 

we confess to you, Lord.   

Isaiah has written: “Comfort, O Comfort my people, says your God, 

speak tenderly to her and declare that her penalty is paid.” 

In Jesus Christ ✙ your sins are forgiven, and all things are made new. 

Rejoice in this good news!  

Amen.  



Gathering Song: “The King Shall Come”  No. 260 

Advent Greeting 
In the days to come,   

the holy mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be raised above the hills;   

and all nations shall stream to it.   Today’s First Lesson       

Come, let us go up to the house of our God.     Today’s Psalm 

From the One who is and who was  

and who is to come, the Almighty: 

grace, light, and peace be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Kyrie 

 
 



 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection, save us from 

the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your 

salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
 Introduction 

  We light a candle to remind us  

  that Jesus brings light into the dark places of the world. 

  Through the prophet Jeremiah,   

  God gave the people of Israel hope for a future - 

 a future gently ruled by a ‘righteous Branch’  

 who would spring from King David’s descendants. 

  We share in this hope.    

 We wait in our time for the righteous branch to come again,  

 the one who is the Light of the world. 

After the first candle is lit 

we sing vs. 1 of No. 240 as follows 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

God fulfills the promise. 

 



First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 
  1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw  

 concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 2 In days to come 

  the mountain of the Lord’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob, 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 

  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

 4 He shall judge between the nations 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5 O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 122 
 1I was glad when they said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

 2Now our feet are standing 

  within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 3Jerusalem is built as a city 

  that is at unity with itself; 

 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 

  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. 

 5For there are the thrones of judgment, 

  the thrones of the house of David. 

 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

  “May they prosper who love you. 



 7Peace be within your walls 

  and quietness within your towers. 

 8For the sake of my kindred and companions, 

  I pray for your prosperity. 

 9Because of the house of the LORD our God, 

  I will seek to do you good.” 

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of 

darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in 

reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 

jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 

to gratify its desires. 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so 

will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 

ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, 

will be the coming of the Son of Man.  
40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two 

women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep 

awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  



43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night 

the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house 

be broken into. 44 Therefore, you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 

an hour you do not expect.” 

The gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day:  “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”           No. 241 

Nicene Creed          
In the liberating hope of the resurrection,  

we confess the faith into which we were baptized. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,   

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.    

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,   

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,   

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;   

through him all things were made.   

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven;   

Was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

and became truly human.   

For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   

he suffered death and was buried.   

On the third day, he rose again   

in accordance with the scriptures;   

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,   

and his kingdom will have no end.    

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,   

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,   

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,   

who has spoken through the prophets.   

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.   

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   

We look for the resurrection of the dead,   

and the life of the world to come. Amen     



Prayers of Intercession 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting in your promise 

to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay 

leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your 

paths. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to 

care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of 

hate and transform those who use them into using words that build up the community.. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our families and companions 

who are ill or despairing, especially . . .  Surround all of those for whom we pray with 

care and consolation. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and 

relationships fray, show us how to journey in peace with one another. Nurture 

therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care for others. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last day, 

bring us with all the saints to your holy city, where peace and goodness make a home. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 

through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

Amen. 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with others. 

  



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Presentation of Gifts              No. 487 

 
 

Offering Prayer 
Nourishing God, 

you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 

Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 

that we may rejoice and be for the world 

signs of your kingdom come. 

Amen. 

  



The Great Thanksgiving 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

Holy Father,  

You are the beginning and the end, the giver of all life: 

It is You who gave birth to creation, 

You, from whom all light has shone, 

You, who is faithful to your promises, 

You, who opened Mary to your will. 

You, from whom your Son proceeds, 

Your Word made flesh. 

Words of Institution 

With this bread and cup, we remember your Word made flesh, 

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth 

we remember our new birth in his death and resurrection, 

we remember to look with hope for his coming. 

May your Word now take flesh in us, filling us with your light, 

and bringing to us the gift of peace. 

Amen 

Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Here is life. God is with us. 

Come, receive what God has promised. 



Lamb of God 

Prayer after Communion 
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 

Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger,  

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.  

Amen. 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing 

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 

and good news to share today and always.  

Amen. 

Sending Hymn: “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”                                 No.  244 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God. 
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