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Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 12, 2024 — 10:00 a.m.

The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer
Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and always
includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the Father are one. This
oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but mutual abiding,
interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the work of the Spirit whom
we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit!

Preservice Music
Welcome
Prelude

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,
let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluial

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,



freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
Amen.

Gathering Hymn: “God Is Here!” verses 1-3 ELW 526

Greeting
Alleluial Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
Everything old has passed away —
See, everything has become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17

Hymn of Praise: “God Is Here!” verse 4 ELW 526

Lord of all, of church and kingdom,
in an age of change and doubt,
keep us faithful to the gospel;
help us work your purpose out.
Here, in this day's dedication,

all we have to give, receive;
we, who cannot live without you,
we adore you! We believe!

Prayer of the Day
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful
name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved
world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd

numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, '*“Friends, the scripture had to
be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who
became a guide for those who arrested I—!"for he was numbered among us and was
allotted his share in this ministry.” >!So one of the men who have accompanied us
during all the time that the Lord I went in and out among us, >*beginning from the
baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must
become a witness with us to his resurrection.” *So they proposed two, Joseph called
Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. ?*Then they prayed and said,
“Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have
chosen *to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned
aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on
Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 47 (sung responsively)
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1Clap your hands, | all you peoples;
shout to God with a | joyful sound.
2For the Lord Most High is | to be feared:
a great king over | all the earth,
3who subdues the | peoples under us,
and the nations un- | der our feet;
4who chooses our inheri- | tance for us,
the pride of Jacob, | whom God loves.
5God has gone up | with a shout,
the Lord with the sound | of the ram’s horn.
6Sing praises to | God, sing praises;
sing praises to our | King, sing praises.
7For God is king of | all the earth;
sing praises | with a song.



8God reigns o- | ver the nations;
God is en- | throned on high.

9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- | ly exalted.

Musical Improvisation on Psalm 47

Second Reading: 1 John 5:9-13
°If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the

testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 1°Those who believe in the Son of
God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made
him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his
Son. *And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. Y?Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not
have life.

131 write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that
you may know that you have eternal life.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation ELW p. 205
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Gospel: John 17:6-19
The holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

| prayed: T have made your name known to those whom you gave me from
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. "Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words



that you gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them and know in
truth that | came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. °l am asking on
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. °All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and | have
been glorified in them.

1 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so
that they may be one, as we are one. 2While | was with them, I protected them in your
name that you have given me. | guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the
one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. **But now | am coming
to you, and | speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made
complete in themselves. 4l have given them your word, and the world has hated them
because they do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the world. 1 am
not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the
evil one. *¥They do not belong to the world, just as | do not belong to the
world. "Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. ®As you have sent me into the
world, so | have sent them into the world. *°And for their sakes | sanctify myself, so
that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — Pastor James West
Brief silence for reflection.
Hymn of the Day: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” ELW 655

Nicene Creed ELW p. 104
We confess with one another and to our God,
those things we know to be eternally true.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen, and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

O God our holy one, you feed our deepest hungers. As we share the holy meal that is
the body and blood of Jesus given for us, lead us to share all that we have, and find, in
generosity, abundant life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

O God our creator, you bring forth all life on earth. Calm storms, bring water to
parched places, and protect the climate, that this planet would sustain life in all its
variety. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

O God our savior, you offer wisdom and guidance beyond all human knowledge.
Instruct lawmakers, judges, and elected officials to make decisions grounded in your
justice and care for all people. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



O God our elder, you care for all your children. Encourage those who are in times of
transition, facing the loss of old ways and routines and anticipating change. Guide
those who journey in grief, hope, and uncertainty, and be with those who are ill,
especially... God of grace,

hear our prayer.

O God our center, you bring all people together in you. Help us to remember our
identity and purpose in our ministry. Move us to love our neighbors as ourselves and
to share in beloved community. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with others.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Song for Easter
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!” verses 1,4 ELW 373

1 "Christ the Lord is ris'n today!"
All on earth with angels say;
raise your joys and triumphs high;
sing, O heav'ns; and earth, reply.
4 Lives again our glorious king!
Where, O death, is now your sting?
Once he died our souls to save;
where your victory, O grave?

Offering Prayer
Risen One,
you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.



Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter

and all the witnesses of the resurrection,

with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 207
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Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy God, mighty Lord, Gracious Father;
endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You bring light from darkness,
hope from despair, life from death.
In the lifting up of your Son on the cross,
you have freed us from sin, reconciled us to you,
and restored us to the glory you intended for we
who were created in your image.

Words of Institution.

Through your prophets you promised a righteous servant
who would suffer humiliation and injustice

and, like a sheep to the slaughter, have his life taken away.
In your Son, Jesus Christ,

we have seen your promises fulfilled,

and through his resurrection,

he has broken the power of death to hold the righteous.
In his perfect love, our fear is cast out,

and now, like branches of a vine,

we live in him and draw our life from him,

that we might bear much fruit to your glory.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer ELW p. 208
Invitation to Communion

This is the feast of victory for our God!
Alleluia!



Lamb of God ELW p. 208
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Songs of the Lord’s Table
“Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” ELW 403
“Come Down, O Love Divine” ELW 804

Prayer after Communion
Shepherding God,
you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet
to proclaim your goodness
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

++ bless you now and always.
Amen.



Sending Song: “Crown Him with Many Crowns” ELW 855

Dismissal
Together, we go into the world —
sharing God’s word,
serving others,
growing in Faith,
practicing stewardship as a way of life.
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

+

We invite you to be seated during the postlude. In the same way that the prelude
prepares our hearts for worship, the postlude reflects the day's worship theme,
inspiring us to take the light of Christ out into the world.
+
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